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There exists considerable confusion as to exactly what the official position of the United States
government is concerning travel in Mexico. This confusion has had a very negative affect on volunteer
participation in non-profit work in the border cities. One of our sister organizations, Fundación Esperanza de
Mexico, requested a clarification from the American Consulate in Tijuana, the local consulate most familiar
with the actual situation in and around the California-Mexico border area. This letter, included below, from the
Honorable Steven Kashkett, Consul General in Tijuana, seeks to explain the nature of the Travel Warning, as
well as what it means for those organizations doing humanitarian work in Mexico. While addressed to
Esperanza, it was intended to be distributed to the other organizations doing similar work. Esperanza's
president, Gilda Vilaplana, was kind enough to forward this to us. We believe it clears up a lot of the common
misconceptions about what the official US government policy is concerning travel in Mexico.
We do not want to minimize the fact that Mexico, and especially some of the border cities, have
experienced some horrific violence in the past few years. We do want to emphasize that none has been directed
at any American doing volunteer work in Tijuana or Tecate. The problems in Mexico are part of the war
against drugs initiated in 2006 by President Felipe Calderon.

These drug-related incidents are often

sensational, providing easy exploitation by the media and a distorted sense of reality. It’s also important to note
that despite the glaring headlines, the travel statements have not changed significantly since being upgraded to
a travel warning in April of 2010.
Meanwhile, the needs of the people in the communities we serve in Mexico, and the opportunity for
education, growth, and spiritual fulfillment that US groups (especially teens) can receive by participation in
that service, remain. If anything, these needs are intensified by the current economic conditions in the US and
Mexico. We are therefore highly motivated to address these issues, implement changes and resolve them
where we can in a rational way.
It is painful to explain to our participants how their country is perceived by most Americans. They
know that there is none of this violence in their local communities. They know the sacrifices they have made
to be part of the Corazón program. They know what a difference your trips to Mexico have made in their lives.
They wish they had the opportunity to explain it to you face to face.
So that is what we are trying to do. We take our responsibility to both our participants in Mexico and
our volunteers in the US very seriously. We have listened to the advice of both governments and instituted
prudent and responsible safeguards for your trip to Mexico with us. We ask you to consider what your service
means not only for those in Mexico but also for you and your family as well, and what a tragic loss it would be
if the program was allowed to fail.
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